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Item 4.01. Change in Registrant's Certifying Accountant
(a) Dismissal of Previous Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm
On March 16, 2020, the Audit Committee (the "Audit Committee") of the Board of Directors of NanoString Technologies, Inc. (the “Company”),
approved the dismissal of PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP (“PwC”), which was then serving as the Company’s independent registered public accounting
firm. PwC was dismissed on March 16, 2020 as the Company’s independent registered public accounting firm, effective immediately.
PwC’s reports on the Company’s financial statements for the years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018 did not contain an adverse opinion or a
disclaimer of opinion, and were not qualified or modified as to uncertainty, audit scope, or accounting principles.
During the Company’s two most recent fiscal years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018 and the subsequent interim period through March 16,
2020, there were no disagreements, within the meaning of Item 304(a)(1)(iv) of Regulation S-K promulgated under the Exchange Act (“Regulation S-K”)
and the related instructions thereto, with PwC on any matter of accounting principles or practices, financial statement disclosure, or auditing scope or
procedure, which disagreements, if not resolved to the satisfaction of PwC, would have caused it to make reference to the subject matter of the
disagreements in connection with its reports.

During the Company’s two most recent fiscal years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018 and the subsequent interim period through March 16,
2020, except as noted below, there were no reportable events within the meaning of Item 304(a)(1)(v) of Regulation S-K and the related instructions
thereto. As disclosed in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2018 filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission on March 11, 2019 (“2018 Annual Report”), the Company identified a material weakness related to an ineffective control environment
resulting from not having sufficient resources with an appropriate level of information technology controls knowledge, expertise and training
commensurate with the Company's financial reporting requirements. This material weakness contributed to additional material weaknesses in that the
Company did not design and maintain effective information technology general controls, as well as certain controls related to creating and posting journal
entries. As disclosed in the Company’s Annual Report on Form 10-K for the year ended December 31, 2019 filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission on March 2, 2020 (the “2019 Annual Report”), the Company identified material weaknesses related to an ineffective control environment
resulting from not having sufficient resources with an appropriate level of controls knowledge, expertise and training commensurate with the Company's
financial reporting requirements. The deficiencies in the control environment contributed to additional material weaknesses in that the Company did not
design and maintain effective information technology general controls, as well as certain controls related to creating and posting journal entries, as well as
controls related to customer order entry, price and quantity during the product and services billing and revenue processes, and controls related to periodic
inventory counts, receiving of inventory, and recording adjustments to inventory quantities. The subject matter of these reportable events was discussed by
the Audit Committee with PwC. The Company has authorized PwC to respond fully to the inquiries of Ernst & Young LLP concerning the subject matter
of the reportable events.
The Company has provided PwC with the disclosures under this Item 4.01(a), and has requested PwC to furnish the Company with a letter
addressed to the Securities and Exchange Commission stating whether it agrees with the statements made by the Company in this Item 4.01(a) and, if not,
stating the respects in which it does not agree. PwC’s letter is filed as Exhibit 16.1 to this Current Report on Form 8-K.
(b) Appointment of New Independent Registered Public Accounting Firm
On March 16, 2020, the Audit Committee approved the appointment of Ernst & Young LLP as the Company’s new independent registered public
accounting firm, effective March 19, 2020. During the Company’s two most recent fiscal years ended December 31, 2019 and 2018, and the subsequent
interim period through March 19, 2020, neither the Company nor anyone acting on its behalf consulted with Ernst & Young LLP regarding any of the
matters described in Items 304(a)(2)(i) and (ii) of Regulation S-K.
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16.1

Letter from PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP to the Securities and Exchange Commission dated March 20, 2020.

SIGNATURES
Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.
NanoString Technologies, Inc.
Date:

March 20, 2020

By:

/s/ R. Bradley Gray
R. Bradley Gray
President and Chief Executive Officer

Exhibit 16.1
March 20, 2020
Securities and Exchange Commission
100 F Street, N.E.
Washington, DC 20549
Commissioners:
We have read the statements made by NanoString Technologies, Inc. (copy attached), which we understand will be filed with the Securities and Exchange
Commission, pursuant to Item 4.01 of Form 8-K of NanoString Technologies, Inc. dated March 16, 2020. We agree with the statements concerning our
Firm contained therein.
Very truly yours,

/s/PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP
Seattle, Washington
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